December 8, 2010




East Bethlehem Township, PA
A public hearing was held at 6:30PM to hear comment on the proposed zoning changes.  Solicitor Smider explained that the proposed amendment would change the setbacks for accessory structures (less than 200 sq. ft.) to 5 ft.  There is also a proposed change to the Oil & Gas Ordinance stating that Natural Gas Processing Plants would are a permitted use in I-1 areas only.  

The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, December 8, 2010 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Solicitor Pat Smider and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Dawn Bell, representing the Fredericktown Area Public Library, gave a brief presentation on the work of the library in the past.  She explained the new “funding partnership” program that the library hopes to initiate, partnering with the municipalities served by the library to restore Friday service hours.  She asked that the commissioners consider funding 3 months of Friday services in 2011 from the Municipal Share Account.  The cost of the partnership would be $3,000.  Discussion was held on the proposed renovation to the municipal building which is expected to provide additional space for the library.  The board agreed to partner with the library for 2011 providing that the other 3 municipalities served are willing to do the same.  A letter is to be written indicating this decision and requesting that Deemston, Centerville and Beallsville Borough’s consider the partnership.
Tom Colbert, representing the Boy Scouts, thanked the board for the use of the parking lot for the Flag Burning Ceremony.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Hayges moved and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the minutes of the November 10, 2010 regular meeting and the November 17 and 24, 2010 special meetings as presented.   The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$114,039.79
General Fund Expenses
$171,473.16   
State Fund Receipts

$  12,082.99
State Fund Expenses

$    4,467.51
Municipal Share Receipts
$           4.36
Municipal Share Expenses
$                0              
Mr. Packrall moved and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
None
Old Business
- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adopt Ordinance 2010-2 amending the Oil and Gas Ordinance.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Ordinance 2010-3 changing zoning setbacks for accessory structures.  The motion carried.
- Discussion was held on the Clarksville Hill Clean-up effort.  Mr. Packrall stated that he has inspected the area and he would like letters to be sent to property owners who do not maintain their properties giving them the allotted time, and then taking action.  
- The emergency generator that was approved at the November meeting has been received.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Ordinance #2010-4 combining prior ordinances regarding the International Property Maintenance Code.  The motion carried. 

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to advertise the proposed 2011 Budget and 2011 Tax Rate Ordinance for adoption.  The motion carried.
New Business
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to appoint Ed DeMuth to a five-year term and Arlene Demko to a one-year term on the East Bethlehem Township Municipal Authority board.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to add the policy for baton use to the current Police Policy Manual.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to get EZ Pass transmitters for the 2 police vehicles.  The motion carried.
- Discussion was held on a letter received from Earthtech Inc. regarding the requested bond release for work done on the mine conveyor belt across the Monongahela River.  The commissioners instructed the secretary to send a letter objecting to the release of the bond until the bridge support beam is removed from the East Bethlehem Township side of the property.

- The secretary was instructed to contact Paul Lucas from Janney Montgomery Scott, to come to the January 2011 meeting and answer questions regarding the Police Pension Plan.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to purchase a 1997 Ford F-250 truck from Palone’s Auto Sales, pending inspection by the street dept. workers, at a cost of $8,900.00.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to purchase a used spreader from Ted Giovanelli at a cost of $2,400.00 if it is compatible with the new pick-up truck.  The motion carried.  

Mr. Battaglini called for an executive session at 7:54PM.  The board returned to regular session at 8:10PM.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to donate $3,000 toward the library partnership program, pending the involvement of the other three municipalities in the service area.  The motion carried.  The secretary was instructed to write a letter to the library stating the township’s conditions of the donation and encouraging the other municipalities to participate in the partnership program.  

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to advertise the 2011 proposed budget and 2011 proposed real estate tax ordinance for adoption at a special meeting on Monday, December 27, 2010 at 3:00PM.  The motion carried.

Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that $58,300 of CDBG funding be allocated to the restoration of sidewalks in the downtown business district.  The motion carried.
Adjournment
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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