November 2, 2011




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 5:30PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Secretary Maryann Kubacki and Solicitor Matt Keranko.
Public Participation
Ted Giovanelli, Tri-County Joint Municipal Authority representative, was present as requested to address the Commissioners’ concerns that hydrants are not being inspected and/or maintained property.  Mr. Giovanelli stated that the water authority is currently changing the process in which they do inspections, and that each hydrant in the township will be inspected and an inspection/maintenance log copy will be provided as soon as it is completed.  
Citizens present were Dave Arnold, Tyrone Phillips and Zoning Hearing Board Members Marsha Kite, Mike Gallagher and John Shaw.  Solicitor Matthew Keranko presented a copy of the proposed ordinance for RV Parks/Campgrounds.  The ordinance was read aloud and reviewed by all present.  The suggested changes are as follows:

Two (2) sets of stamped engineered drawings must be provided for any proposed development.  No site shall be located within 40 ft. of a public right-of-way or within 30 ft. of any property line or within 40 ft. of a non-affiliated residence.  Individual campsites shall be a minimum 1500 sq. ft. permitting for 2 on-site parking spaces.  All campsites must be visibly numbered.  On street parking within a campground/RV Park is not permitted.  One way streets must be at least 15 ft. in width.  Two way streets must be at least 25 ft. in width.  90 degree turns must have a 35 degree turning radius.  Property owners are responsible for all maintenance and upkeep of roads within the campground/RV Park.  Each campsite shall be a clear level well-drained pad of compressed gravel at least 12” in depth or gravel road fabric combination of at least 4” in depth.  The property owner must keep roadways free of dust, snow and all other hazards.  Solicitor Keranko is to inquire as to whether the DEP has any requirements about on-site restroom/shower facilities.  Proposed changes to the ordinance will be prepared for review at the December 14, 2011 meeting.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$  5,485.35
General Fund Expenses
$30,645.85
State Fund Receipts

$13,190.15
State Fund Expenses

$  1,293.47   
Municipal Share Receipts
$              0
Municipal Share Expenses
$  4,660.00 
A quote to repair the Dodge police cruiser was presented for approval.  The car is in need of tires, alignment, tie rod ends, front and rear brakes and rotors and an oil change.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to have the work performed by Firestone at the quoted price of $1,331.67.  The motion carried.
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as presented.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Discussion was held on a proposed animal ordinance for the township that was presented at the September 2011 meeting.  No action was taken on the ordinance.
Mr. Keranko stated that he is trying to arrange a meeting with the township engineer and Kriebel Minerals regarding the assessment of Bridge Avenue.

There is nothing to report on the proposed Lease Agreement with John Bower for property fronting the river on Water Street.  

Old Business
- Mr. Battaglini stated that work is being done on a few sections of sidewalk in town.  The work is being funded with CDBG money.
- Mr. Keranko stated that rather than adopt a Part-Time Police Policy that the police dept. considers updating the Police Policy Manual.  Chief Pompe stated that he is in favor of updating the old policy, but that it is a time-consuming task which cannot be undertaken at this time due to staffing limitations.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept a quote from Dave Arnold to hang and take down Christmas Lights in Fredericktown at a cost of $250.00.  The motion carried.

New Business
- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to appoint K-2 Engineering, Inc. of Uniontown as the township’s third-party UCC Code Official and the International Property Maintenance Code Official.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that the township submit a request to Penn Dot for a traffic study in the downtown area. 

- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to schedule a meeting on Wednesday November 16, 2011 at 3:00PM to begin work on the 2012 Budget.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that Arlene Demko be re-appointed to a seat on the East Bethlehem Township Municipal Authority Board for a period of 5 years beginning January 1, 2012.  The motion carried.

- Chief Pompe requested that the commissioners consider an ordinance regarding the use of firearms in the township.  Currently there are no laws regarding discharging firearms within the municipality.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to purchase an extended warranty for the 2011 Peterbilt truck at a cost of $1,300.00.  The motion carried. 

- A notice was received of a Zoning Hearing to be held on November 10, 2011 to hear the appeal of James T. Phillips regarding a proposed variance for a campground on Spruce Avenue.

- Discussion was held regarding the appointment of an alternate member of the zoning hearing board.

- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to approve internet service for the Police Department through Atlantic Broadband at a cost of $401.04 per year.  The motion carried.

President Battaglini called for an executive session at 8:43PM.  The board returned to regular session at 8:57PM.

Adjournment
Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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