September 21, 2011




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, September 21, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Secretary Maryann Kubacki and Solicitor Matt Keranko.

Public Participation
Arlene Demko, representing the Fredericktown Civics Club, requested use of the Community Square Lot for Light-Up Night Festivities on November 19, 2011.  She also requested that the township workers hang the Christmas Lights.  After discussion it was determined that the township would contact several local contractors with the equipment to hang the lights to see if they would hang them.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that the Civic Club be authorized to use the Community Square Lot on November 19, 2011.  The motion carried.
Tom Colbert, representing the Boy Scouts, requested use of the Legion Parking Lot for a flag burning ceremony on November 12, 2011.  He requested that the lot be closed at 4PM for the ceremony.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that the Boy Scouts be authorized to close the lot for their flag burning ceremony on November 12, 2011.  The motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$32,798.24
General Fund Expenses
$41,665.37
State Fund Receipts

$       42.41
State Fund Expenses

$20,813.62   
Municipal Share Receipts
$         1.75 
Municipal Share Expenses
$              0 
Mr. Battaglini stated that he has received complaints that the fire hydrants are not being maintained in the Fredericktown area.  It was suggested that a letter be written to the water authority requesting maintenance records, and until records are received the payment for hydrant services will be escrowed.  
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Ordinance # 2011-1 – Earned Income and Net Profits Tax.  The motion carried.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adopt Ordinance # 2011-2  - Local Service Tax Ordinance.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Resolution #2011-1 supporting the gaming grant of the Fredericktown Area Chamber of Commerce.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Resolution #2011-2 setting the fees for earned income tax collection.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned to advertise the prepared animal ordinance for adoption.  The motion died due to lack of a second.  After discussion, it was determined that the commissioners would further review the ordinance and suggest changes.
Old Business
- Mr. Packrall reported that the building renovation is complete, but there are a few issues to be resolved before the township is granted occupancy.
- A pre-bid meeting was held on September 20, 2011 for the sidewalk renovation projects.  The bids will be opened on September 29, 2011 at the Washington County Redevelopment Authority office.

- No action was taken on the Stormwater Management Ordinance.

New Business
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that Calvary Chapel be permitted to use the Community Square Lot for their Living Nativity on December 10, 2011.  The motion carried.  
- Solicitor Keranko forwarded a draft lease agreement for the township to lease the property adjacent to the municipal building from John Bower.  The agreement was forwarded to Mr. Bower for review.  

- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that the Board of Commissioners supports the Local Share Grant Application of the Fredericktown Area Chamber of Commerce for funding to upgrade the existing dock along Water Street.  The motion carried.
- The secretary was instructed to write letters to the current Zoning Hearing Board members asking if they are interested in serving on the board.

- Mr. Battaglini stated that on October 11, 2011, the River Towns group will be having a walk-through of the town.  He asked that everyone help in cleaning up the township to make it presentable.  Discussion was held on the process that HMT is using to enforce the Property Maintenance Codes.  The Code Officer will be contacted and asked to keep the township informed on what violations are being pursued.

- The Audia Group/Washington Penn Plastics will be holding a Community Dinner on Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at Ten Mile Park, following a day of volunteer work building a pavilion and picnic tables at the park.

- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the Non-Uniform Pension Plan MMO as presented for the 2012 calendar year.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to purchase a new radio for the Chevrolet Impala police cruiser at a cost of $1,600.00.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to hire William Dennison as a part-time police officer with wages defined under the current contract.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to approve the Domon2 Subdivision pending review by the Washington County Planning Commission.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to accept the resignation of Officer Shawn Kief dated July 30, 2011 effective immediately.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to assign an address of 2245 Sandy Plains Road, Clarksville PA 15322 to Larry and Amy Taylor.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to purchase a used hi-lift from Ted Giovanelli at a cost of $6,000 pending inspection by the road department.  The motion carried.
- An application from Kriebel Minerals to haul on Bridge Avenue was tabled after a discussion of the safety of Bridge Avenue.  The solicitor will look into bonding requirements for the October meeting.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that trick-or-treat will be held in East Bethlehem Township on Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 2:00PM to 4:00PM with the American Legion sponsoring a parade at 4:30PM downtown.  The motion carried.

Mr. Battaglini called for an executive session for legal matters at 7:45PM.  The board returned to regular session at 8:23PM.

Adjournment
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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