December 14, 2009




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Monday, December 14, 2009 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  A roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Solicitor Pat Smider and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Kitty Grooms, was present regarding a delinquent notice that she received from the tax collector regarding her 2009 taxes.  Mrs. Grooms stated that she did not receive a tax statement earlier in the year, and feels that she is being unfairly penalized with a delinquent fee.  She also requested that the old rusted wire barriers on the road from Mexico to Vestaburg be replaced with more sturdy safer barriers.
Carol Bratweiser, representing the Fredericktown Area Public Library, thanked the commissioners for their continued support of the library and stated the library’s appreciation of being kept in the 2010 budget in the tough financial conditions.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to accept the minutes of the November 9, 2009 regular meeting.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
The secretary reported on the following:
General Fund Receipts
$22,895.66
General Fund Expenses
$31,797.16
State Fund Receipts

$  2,584.43
State Fund Expenses

$  3,771.88
       
Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
None
Old Business
· Solicitor Smider reviewed the township ordinance regarding mandatory tap in of homes in the service area.  He stated that the township gives authority to the sewage board or township to enforce tap ins.  He suggested that he send a letter to the authority solicitors stressing the importance of ensuring that each home is tapped in as required.
· Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that $35,000 of the Community Development Block Grant Funding be used toward the Municipal Building Expansion/Renovation project to provide handicap accessibility.  The motion carried.  
· Discussion was held on the condition of Jennings Lane.  Mr. Smider stated that a letter was written in November 2009 to developer Art Boyle regarding the damage being left unrepaired.  A response was not received from Mr. Boyle to date.  The board authorized the solicitor to send another letter to Mr. Boyle.
· Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to appoint Carolyn Faieta to a 5-year term on the Vestaburg-New Hill Joint Authority Board.   The motion carried.

· Mr. Battaglini stated that he attended a meeting with EBTMA and VNH regarding the unpaid bills and overdue reports.  He stated that most of the problems have been resolved between the two authorities.  

· A report was received that an unknown person was operating machinery on the alley behind Willow Street and has caused more damage to the road than has already been caused by the mine drainage.  Commissioner Battaglini stated that he would investigate the complaint.

New Business
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to advertise the board vacancy on the Lower Ten Mile Joint Authority.  The motion carried.
A request from John Sakel, Sandy Plains Road to install an outdoor furnace was read.  The matter was tabled until a site visit can be made to determine if the furnace will be a nuisance to neighboring properties.
A business privilege license application was received from Headlee Tire & Auto in Vestaburg.  Mr. Battaglini stated that he would like the commissioners to view the site before issuing a permit as he feels that it is a junkyard.  The matter was tabled.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that a budget meeting be scheduled and advertised for Thursday, December 17, 2009 at 3:00PM at the township office.  The motion carried.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that the 2010 meeting schedule be advertised as follows:  Regular meetings will be held on the second (2nd) Wednesday of each month at 7:00PM at the Municipal Authority Building, 522 Front Street, Fredericktown.  The motion carried.
The board went into executive session at 7:34PM.
The board returned to regular session at 7:48PM.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that taxpayers who received tax reminders that were mailed December 1, 2009 will be able to pay at the face amount until December 31, 2009 and those who have paid the delinquent fee can request that the amount be credited to their 2010 township real estate taxes.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to table the EBTMA board vacancy.  The motion carried.

Adjournment
Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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