October 13, 2010




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, October 13, 2010 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
A public comment period was held at 6:00PM to hear comments on proposed Ordinance #2010-1 regulation gas and oil wells in East Bethlehem Township.  Solicitor Smider stated that the proposed ordinance was property advertised and made available for public inspection prior to this public comment period.  He reviewed comments from the Washington County Planning Commission suggesting changes to the ordinance.  Gas/Oil wells will be a permitted use in all zoning districts with the condition that the parcel of property is 10 acres or more.  Stations and processing plants will only be permitted in Industrial zoned areas.  Road restoration language will be changed as per recommendation from the WCPC.  Chip Petersen, Zoning Officer, suggested that the township require holding ponds to be fenced in.  
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges and Mike Packrall    Also present was Solicitor Pat Smider and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Jessica Sphar, 47 High Street, requested that she be permitted to divert run-off water from   her property into a township storm-drain culvert.  She is experiencing water on her property due to the construction of a cell tower (also on her property).  After discussion it was determined that the township would risk liability due to the proximity of the culvert to residential structures.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that the request to divert water into the culvert be denied.  The motion carried.  Mrs. Sphar stated that High Street is full of ruts and she requested that the street department make the road drivable.
Tom Colbert, Fredericktown, reminded the board that the Boy Scout Clean-up will be held on Saturday, October 16, 2010 beginning at 10:00AM.
Lynda Pelkey, Fredericktown, requested that a handicap parking space be installed near her place of business on Front Street.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that the handicap space be designated on Front Street near Lynda’s Ceramics.   The motion carried.
Ed Petsko, representing the Fredericktown Area Public Library, was present and requested that the commissioners consider an increase in the library donation when preparing their 2011 Budget as the library is expecting an 11% cut in funding.  

Ron Revi, Millsboro, stated that a tree on private property in Clarksville is causing a sight hazard when exiting Sandy Plains Road onto Main Street.  Mr. Battaglini stated that the police department will be instructed to request that the property owner trim the tree.  Mr. Revi also questioned why water trucks are pulling onto Rt. 88 from the old OT on the Mon property, and why the sidewalk was not replaced under the railroad underpass when the construction was being done.  Mr. Revi stated that there is a sight issue on Mill Street and Willow Street near the underpass.  
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Packrall moved and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the minutes of the September 8, 2010 regular meeting and the September 24, 2010 special meeting.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$59,574.91
General Fund Expenses
$63,552.01   
State Fund Receipts

$       57.14
State Fund Expenses

$13,526.35 
Municipal Share Receipts
$         3.82
Municipal Share Expenses
$10,700.74              
Mr. Packrall moved and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Mr. Smider stated that he has not had phone calls returned from Mr. Shaw or his attorney regarding the noise complaint issue at the Riviera Restaurant.
Old Business
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that the proposed zoning changes for shed/accessory structure setbacks be prepared and advertised for adoption.  The motion carried.

- There are no updates on the municipal building renovation/construction.

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adopt Ordinance #2010-1 regulating oil and gas wells in East Bethlehem Township, with the approved changes made at the public comment period.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall stated that the Street Dept. will get proposals on a tractor with a boom.

- Mr. Smider was authorized to prepare an updated ordinance as requested by Code Enforcement Officer Frank Monack for enforcement of the International Property Maintenance Code.

- Scott Swinchock, Edward Jones Investments, requested that the township reconsider changing the pension plans from Janney Montgomery Scott to his firm.  The commissioners agreed that there would not be any changes at this time.

New Business
- A 2011 Budget Preparation Meeting will be scheduled for mid-November.
- The street department was instructed to measure High Street and prepare an estimate on restoration.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the proposal of Sterling Construction to replace the three garage doors at the township garage at a cost of $2,550.00.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the proposal from Verizon Wireless to provide cell phone service (including phone equipment) to the township street and police department employees (5 phone lines) at a cost of approximately $130.00 per month.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the proposal of Rudy Fabricating to weld plates to the two truck beds at a cost of $1,935.00 for both trucks.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to purchase ashes from Jack Swoger at a cost of $12.50 per ton.  The street department has attempted to secure quotes for ashes from several other sources but due to limited supply quotes were not received.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the proposal of Fayette Fence to install chain-link fence around 3 sides of the Clarksville Park at a cost of $2,800.00.  The motion carried.

- The secretary was instructed to contact Valley Electric (Bert Vilcoss) regarding a generator at the township building.  

Adjournment
Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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