April 13, 2011



East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, April 13, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Solicitor Matt Keranko and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Tom Colbert, representing Boy Scout Troop 1391, requested use of the park in Vestaburg June 16-19, 2011 for scout camp.  Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that Troop 1391 is permitted to use the park for scout camp on the requested dates.  The motion carried.  Mr. Colbert indicated that the troop would like to help clean up the park and participate in any projects that the township may have.  He also reminded the board that the annual clean-up day is scheduled for April 30 and that volunteers are needed.  
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Impiccini moved and Mr.  Hayges seconded to approve the minutes of the March 9/15, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$61,042.15
General Fund Expenses
$48,147.87   
State Fund Receipts

$78,324.04
State Fund Expenses

$12,065.57
Municipal Share Receipts
$         3.16
Municipal Share Expenses
$
    0
The secretary presented a quote from Ford Business Machines for an office all-in-one machine through the Costars state purchase plan at a cost of $1,795.00 or a lease option for $43.80 per month for 5 years.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to purchase the copier at a cost of $1,795.00 from Ford Business Machines.  The motion carried.  
Mr. Impiccini moved and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Keranko had nothing to report.
Old Business
- Mr. Battaglini reported that bids for the Municipal Building Renovation will be opened on April 15, 2011 at 10AM at the Washington County Redevelopment Authority.  After the bid opening, the bid should be awarded within 30 days and construction will begin in early summer.
- Mr. Battaglini met with Engineer John Over and Redevelopment Authority Representative Nathan Voytek regarding the renovation of the sidewalks in the downtown area.  He proposed that the engineer be authorized to design the designated areas that will be funded with township money, with other areas being done in the future with CDBG funding.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that Engineer John Over be authorized to design the sidewalk renovation for the sidewalk area in front of the Legion and Honor Roll, and in front of the Community Square Lot.  The motion carried.  Mr. Sepsi seconded and Mr. Hayges seconded to solicit material quotes for the sections of sidewalk in front of the legion and community square not to exceed $10,000.  The motion carried.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to solicit labor quotes for the sections of sidewalk in front of the legion and community square not to exceed $10,000.  The motion carried.
- A letter was sent to Lower Ten Mile Joint Sewer Authority regarding the evidence of sinkage in the Williamstown Area.  There has been no reply to date.  Mr. Packrall suggested that the township consider adopting a policy regarding backfill when work is done.  Solicitor Keranko will prepare a sample ordinance regarding backfill procedures.

- Officer Pompe addressed the board regarding the need to upgrade the police dept. radio system.  Radios will all change to digital in 2020.  He stated that the department will be working in conjunction with Brownsville Ambulance to maintain the current AED machine, eliminating the need for a new one.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to purchase a battery for the AED at a cost of $265.00.  The motion carried.

New Business
- Officer Pompe presented several policies to be considered for adoption.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to adopt a policy mandating that all officers on duty are required to wear a bullet-proof vest.  The motion carried.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt a policy outlining the duties of the ranking officer.  The motion carried.  A policy was presented on court pay for officers.  The matter was tabled until the union is contacted regarding the issue.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that Captain Mark Pompe be promoted to the rank of Chief at the same rate according to the union contract in effect.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to issue a Solicitation Permit to F&S Ice Cream for mobile ice-cream sales.   The motion carried.  The commissioners stipulated that mobile ice-cream sales are to be done between the hours of 12:00PM and 8:00PM.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to apply for a road closing permit for the July 2, 2011 Riverfest.  The motion carried. 
- Mr. Keranko will provide information for a zoning hearing board solicitor at the May 2011 meeting.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to close Strawberry Alley from 10AM to 2PM on April 12, 2011 for the Legion Auxiliary Easter Egg Hunt.  The motion carried.

- A letter was received from the Veterans Administration asking for real estate tax relief for resident Theodore Hibbs, a disabled veteran.  The solicitor will review the request and report at the May 2011 meeting.  

- Mr. Battaglini read a list of repository properties that are being offered for sale to the municipalities at a cost of $100 each.  Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to purchase parcel #260-008-00-05-0005-00 and 260-014-00-02-0010-00 at a cost of $100 each.  The motion carried. 

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to issue a Solicitation Permit to Laura Pendland to sell flowers at local businesses.  The motion carried.

- John Shaw, owner of the Riviera, requested that the township consider taking the authority for noise enforcement at his business.  The LCE currently enforces noise, but if the municipality is willing to be responsible for enforcement the LCE will relinquish the authority.  After a lengthy discussion, Mr. Impiccini motioned to table the matter.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Mr. Battaglini called for an executive session at 8:22PM.  The board returned to regular session at 8:30PM.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that the noise enforcement for the Riviera be left as it is, in the control of the Liquor Control Enforcement Agency.  A roll call vote was as follows:  Mr. Hayges – no; Mr. Impiccini – yes; Mr. Packrall – yes; Mr. Sepsi – no; Mr. Battaglini – yes.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall presented quotes for cutting grass at township parks.  He stated that having a contractor cut grass would free up time for the road dept. to focus on the road restoration.  

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to purchase a mower deck from Ross Tractor at a cost of $2,900.00.  The motion carried.
Adjournment
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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