April 13, 2009


East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Monday, April 13, 2009 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  A roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.  Also present was Solicitor Pat Smider and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Several Fredericktown residents were present to complain about the noise from the Equitable water trucks pumping in the municipal lot.  A lengthy discussion was held on the water pumping.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that the trucks stop pumping immediately.  The motion carried.
Joe Zellie, Vestaburg, was present regarding providing the youth baseball league with a field.  The commissioners explained the lengthy and expensive process of reclaiming the Clarksville ball field and why it is not feasible at this time.
Linda Pelkey, representing the Fredericktown Area Chamber of Commerce, requested use of the municipal lot and/or the Beer Locker lot to set up a farmer’s market.  The commissioners agreed to the chamber using the lots.  She announced that fireworks will be on July 3, 2009 and that food vendors would be set up in the parking lot(s).
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the minutes of the March 9, 2009 regular meeting.  The motion carried.
Police Department Report

Mr. Hayges read the March 2009 report which included 46 incidents.  Mr. Hayges announced that he would like to apply for a COPS grant being offered which will provide funding for a full-time officer for three years with the township being responsible for the fourth year.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that the township apply for the grant.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
The secretary announced that the township has been notified by Clearwater Construction that construction will begin on the Ten Mile Creek Bridge by March 30, 2009 and run through December 2010.
The secretary reported on the following:
General Fund Receipts

  $22,088.74
General Fund Expenses

    28,539.69
State Fund Receipts


    79,578.91
State Fund Expenses


      3,859.36
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as presented.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Mr. Smider advised the board of the options on pursuing the Butera demolition.  Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that Mr. Smider be authorized to proceed with the court filing.  The motion carried.  It was agreed that the township would undertake this demolition proceeding before pursuing others.  
Old Business
· Veolia Enterprises has suggested that the township renew the contract for three years rather than one.  Mr. Smider will check to see if it is legal for the township to renew rather than bid.
· Mr. Battaglini read a request from Tax Collector Cindi Bundy to purchase a new laser printer for the Tax Office.  He stated that a laser printer had previously been purchased for the office.  He read a letter from Cypher and Cypher CPA’s regarding the unfavorable opinion of the tax audit.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to go to executive session at 7:42PM.  The board returned to regular session at 7:50PM.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to purchase a printer for the tax office at a cost of $299.00.  The motion carried.  Mr. Battaglini opposed the motion as he feels there is no need to expend taxpayer money when a printer has already been purchased.
New Business
The secretary announced that Kriebel Minerals would like to enter into an agreement with the township to pump water from Ten Mile Creek near the swinging bridge.  The secretary and solicitor will negotiate the terms and prepare the agreement for approval.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that a Handicap Parking sign be installed at 27 Bank Street at the request of John White.  The motion carried.

A letter from Bankson Engineering was read proposing backfill material for their upcoming replacement of sewage lines for the Vestaburg New-Hill Authority.  The secretary was instructed to send a letter to Bankson requesting that someone attend the next meeting on May 11, 2009 to answer questions about the proposed project.  Mr. Packrall announced that the commissioners are trying to reconcile a dispute between Vestaburg New-Hill and the EBT Authority regarding billing.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that Maryann Kubacki be appointed as the Chief Administrative Officer for the township Pension Plans.  The motion carried.

The secretary presented a request from township residents that a sex offender ordinance be considered.  Mr. Smider stated that several of these ordinances have been struck down in federal court.  No action was taken.

Repository sale notices for the Dikun property on Vesta Avenue and Koci property on Main Street by Ten Mile Park were read.  They were tabled until the next meeting.

A request was read from BLW Enterprises to change the zoning at 736 Front Street (former OT on the Mon) from Business to Light Industrial.  As per the township zoning ordinance a public meeting was scheduled for Monday, April 27, 2009 at 6:00PM at the Municipal Authority Building.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to hold and advertise the public meeting to hear comments on the proposed zoning change.  The motion carried.
Adjournment
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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