October 12, 2011




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Secretary Maryann Kubacki and Solicitor Matt Keranko.

Public Participation
Nick Babko, representing the East Bethlehem Township Fire Department, requested that the Board consider leasing township owned property in Williamstown to the Fire Dept.  He stated that the Fire Dept. would like to develop the land into an RV Park with all proceeds benefitting the Fire Dept.  Solicitor Keranko suggested that prior to deciding on a lease agreement, that the Fire Dept. should prepare a cost analysis to see if developing the land would be within their scope.  
John Over, President of K-2 Engineering, was present as requested by Chairman Battaglini to address providing IPMC Enforcement and UCC Code Enforcement to the township.

Mark Scelsi, Kriebel Minerals, presented his company’s plan to move Bridge Avenue.  He was previously denied a road hauling permit by the township due to the unsafe nature of Bridge Avenue.  His company intends to purchase a right-of-way from an adjoining landowner and move the part of the road that is unsafe.  Solicitor Keranko suggested that the township engineer visit the site to assess the proposed construction prior to the board considering this proposal. 

Dawn Bell, Fredericktown Area Public Library, gave a report on the activity at the library.  She thanked the Commissioners for their support and requested that the support continue at the same funding level for the next year.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$44,595.19
General Fund Expenses
$67,885.72
State Fund Receipts

$       43.37
State Fund Expenses

$11,307.89   
Municipal Share Receipts
$         2.06 
Municipal Share Expenses
$              0 
Discussion was held on the fire hydrant maintenance reports received from Tri-County Joint Municipal Authority.  The board requested that a letter be sent to Tri-County requesting that a representative be present at the next meeting to answer hydrant maintenance questions.
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills with the exception of the Tri-County Joint Municipal Authority hydrant bill in the amount of $929.25.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Discussion was held on the development of campgrounds/RV parks.  The solicitor stated that the first step for any campground should be approval from the state.  The second step would be local zoning.  Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that a meeting be set up with the zoning officer, ZHB members, the board and solicitor to develop conditions for campgrounds/RV Park – meeting to be held on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 5:30PM which will also be the regular November monthly meeting.  The motion carried.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to hire Brandon Zuraw as a part-time police officer under current contract rates.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the Solicitor’s Report.  The motion carried.  
Old Business
-  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to advertise for bids to replace the siding, roofing, windows and block the existing doorway on the old part of the library.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that Michael Gallagher, Marsha Kite and John Shaw all be reappointed to the zoning hearing board for three-year terms ending 12/31/2014.  The motion carried.

New Business
- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that the Fredericktown Civic Club be permitted to use the Community Square Lot on November 22, 2011 to conduct a pie sale.  The motion carried.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to commit $5,000 toward the dock expansion project pending the approval of the Local Share Grant applied for by the Fredericktown Area Chamber of Commerce.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to support the Local Share Grant Application of the East Bethlehem Township Municipal Authority.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded that signs be installed at the intersection of Bank Street and Welcome Street deterring cars from blocking the roadway.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that the old tax office in the municipal building be converted to a break area/street dept. office.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that the Vendor Show at the Fire Dept. Hall on November 6, 2011 be approved.  The motion carried.

- Discussion was held on parking issues on Front Street during parades.  The commissioners agreed with Chief Pompe that parking during parades will not be permitted on Front St.

- Mr. Sepsi motioned to adopt the Part-Time Police Policy as presented.  The motion was rescinded upon the advice of the Solicitor.  The solicitor will review and correct the policy for presentation at the November meeting.

Chairman Battaglini called for an executive session at 8:41PM.  The board returned to regular session at 8:51PM.

Adjournment
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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