May 11, 2011





East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini and Mike Packrall.   Also present was Solicitor Matt Keranko and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Leisa Conklin, Vestaburg was present regarding the sewage line replacement project in Vestaburg.  She requested that the commissioners address the contractors regarding damage being done to personal property of the residents.  
Dawn Bell, Fredericktown Area Public Library requested use of the Community Square Gazebo for children’s story hour and a gardening program for the following dates:  June 8, 15, 22 & 29 and July 6 & 13 for story hour from 7:00PM – 7:30PM and on July 16 at 10AM for the gardening program.  Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded that the library group be permitted to use the gazebo on the proposed dates.  The motion carried.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Hayges moved and Mr.  Impiccini seconded to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$53,149.98
General Fund Expenses
$39,587.91
State Fund Receipts

$       69.33
State Fund Expenses

$  4,224.91
Municipal Share Receipts
$17,187.09
Municipal Share Expenses
$44,900.00
A letter was received from Tony and Barb Minskey, 160 Blanche Road, regarding the retaining wall replacement in front of their home.  The Minskey’s are not pleased with the look of the replacement wall.  Mr. Packrall stated that the township has the responsibility of securing the roadway from collapse and that they did what was most feasible in that regard.  The property owners are welcome to dress the wall up in any way that they desire to make it more presentable.
Mr. Packrall moved and Mr. Impiccini seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Keranko presented a draft of the proposed Street Excavation Ordinance as requested.  The ordinance is designed to set regulations when township roadways are disturbed ensuring that they are restored in the proper manner.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to advertise the proposed Street Excavation Ordinance for adoption at the June 8, 2011 meeting.  The motion carried.
Old Business
- Mr. Battaglini reported that construction will be starting on the municipal building renovation.  All funding has been secured and the township portion has been paid to the Redevelopment Authority.
- Solicitor Keranko reported that he has investigated the Veteran Tax Exemption.  He stated that the township does not need to take action on this matter, as the exemption will go through at a higher level.
- A response letter was received from Lower Ten Mile Joint Sewer Authority regarding the alleged “sinkholes” in the Williamstown area.  The sinkholes are assumed to be caused by old wild-cat sewage systems that were abandoned many years ago when public sewage was installed.   Wild-cat pipes that are on personal property are the responsibility of the property owner and not the sewage authority.
- Officer Pompe reported that the county public safety department visited East Beth Township and discovered several “dead” areas without radio reception.  The county has now begun construction of a tower on the Fayette County side of the river.
- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to appoint Dennis Popojas as the solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board effective immediately.  The motion carried.

New Business
- Mr. Battaglini reported that he met with a group interested in development along the Upper Mon River Towns.  This group has been responsible for securing funding to develop other recreational areas.  A walk-through is scheduled for June 1 at 9:00AM and all are welcome.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to sell the Chevy minivan which has been used for fire training to Steve Savage for $100.00.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to donate the balance of the activity fund, which is approximately $235.00 to the Chamber of Commerce Riverfest Celebration.  The motion carried.  

- A request was received from Bankson Engineering on behalf of the Vestaburg New-Hill Joint Sewage Authority requesting that they be permitted to change the contracted backfill requirements.  The commissioners agreed that the trenches should be filled with 100% stone backfill as originally contracted.  The secretary was instructed to write a letter to Bankson Engineering advising them of same.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to hire Cody Packrall and John Hosa as temporary part-time workers at a rate of $10.90 per hour pending a drug/alcohol screening and physical.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to purchase a laptop computer for the Police Department at a cost not to exceed $1,000.00.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that Stadium Avenue be restored/leveled from Millsboro Avenue to Piersol Avenue.  The motion carried.

Adjournment
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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