August 10, 2011




East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Wednesday, August 10, 2011 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  The roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.   Also present was Secretary Maryann Kubacki and Solicitor Matt Keranko.

Public Participation
Cathy McCollum, Rivertowns Program, presented a program on what the Rivertowns program involves and what the group would like to see happen in East Bethlehem Township.  She plans to submit a grant application to the Washington County Local Share program to extend and improve the existing municipal dock area.  The goal of the Rivertowns group is to promote the recreational value of the river.
Tyrone Phillips, Lawrence Avenue, requested that the commissioners consider changing the zoning of property that he owns at 10 Spruce Street to permit him to open an RV Trailer Park.  Zoning officer Chip Petersen stated that the commissioners have the option to change the zoning map, or change the R-1 standards to permit a campground as a conditional use.  

Marie Jenkins, Front Street, stated that she has complained several times about excess water running into her back yard from the railroad track area.  Street Foreman Hayges and Mr. Battaglini will visit the site to see if the township can alleviate the drainage problem.

Dave Arnold, Main Street, requested permission to install an RV Trailer Park on property that he owns in Williamstown.

Tom Colbert, representing the Boy Scouts, requested permission to put a paper recycling container on township owned property near the American Legion.  The commissioners are concerned that the lot by the Legion would not provide adequate access for paper drop off, and/or the truck picking it up, therefore will investigate other sites.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that the Boy Scout be permitted to store a 6 to 8 foot container on township property to be determined.  The motion carried.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2011 regular meeting as presented.  The motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
General Fund Receipts
$20,363.85
General Fund Expenses
$36,590.32
State Fund Receipts

$       47.22
State Fund Expenses

$42,947.33   
Municipal Share Receipts
$19,621.27 
Municipal Share Expenses
$              0  
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as read.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Keranko stated that after reviewing the current noise ordinance, it is his opinion that any noise violation caused by the blasting at the Boyle Stone Quarry would be enforced by our Code Enforcement Officer.
Old Business
- Mr. Battaglini reported that he walked through the downtown area with an engineer from HMT and that they have submitted a proposal to engineer the downtown sidewalk replacement project.
- There were no applications received for part-time police officers as advertised.

- Mr. Battaglini stated that HMT Code Enforcement tagged several cars at the garage on Community Street and that the garage has made an effort to clean the site.

- No action was taken on the Stormwater Management Ordinance. 

New Business
- Mr. Battaglini requested an update from Zoning Officer Chip Petersen about a complaint received regarding the height of the retaining wall at Calvary Chapel.  Mr. Petersen stated that according to the zoning standards the wall is too high.  He has attempted to contact former BCO Frank Monack to no avail.  He will continue to pursue the matter, and if it is not determined by the design engineer that he wall needs to be as high as it is for safety reasons, then the additional blocks placed recently would need to be removed.  

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to approve the Fire Department Vendor Show on November 5 and 6, 2011.  The motion carried.

- Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to advertise for adoption the Earned Income Tax Ordinance setting the tax at 1% on earned income, and the Local Services Tax setting the tax at $10.00 for all persons employed in the township.  The motion carried.
Mr. Battaglini called for an executive session for legal matters at 7:58PM.   The board returned to regular session at 8:17PM.  

After discussion it was recommended by Solicitor Keranko that any property owner wishing to develop and RV Trailer Park and/or Mobile Home Park should follow the proper zoning procedures that are establish, which is to apply for a zoning permit and if denied to appeal to the Zoning Hearing Board for a variance.  If the variance is denied, the case may then be appealed to the Board of Commissioners.  He stated that the Board of Commissioners can advertise to change the zoning maps if that is the avenue they wish to take, but he recommends following the proper zoning procedures.  Zoning Officer Chip Petersen agreed with the recommendation of the solicitor.

Adjournment
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
_________________________



Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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