February 9, 2009


East Bethlehem Township, PA
The regular monthly meeting of the East Bethlehem Township Commissioners was held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at the Sewage Authority Building, 522 Front Street.
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Commissioner Paul Battaglini.  A roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present were Paul Battaglini, Pete Hayges, Gasper Impiccini, Mike Packrall and Tim Sepsi.  Also present was Solicitor Pat Smider and Secretary Maryann Kubacki.

Public Participation
Lynda Pelkey, Fredericktown, was present and expressed her concern over the speeding on Front Street.  She stated that large trucks are going through town very fast and several of her customers who park along the street have had their vehicles damaged.
Brenda Devecka and Jo Lofstead from Rep. DeWeese’s office were present and explained to the board why the township was ineligible to receive grant funding that it had applied for.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to accept the minutes of the January 12, 2008 regular meeting.  The motion carried.
Police Department Report

Mr. Hayges read the January 2009 report which included 41 incidents.
Secretary’s Report

The secretary reported on the following:
General Fund Receipts

  $26,766.55
General Fund Expenses

    25,202.16
State Fund Receipts


           14.93
State Fund Expenses


      4,195.34
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded to accept the secretary’s report and pay the bills as presented.  The motion carried.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Smider reported that there has been no response from Kriebel Minerals regarding the water hauling agreement.  He has prepared a uniform agreement that the township can offer to any company wanting to haul water from the municipal lot.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Impiccini seconded that the solicitor be authorized to enter into an agreement with the gas companies at his discretion.  The motion carried.  Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to advertise for the second time the property at 103-105 First Street in Vestaburg.  The motion carried.  The solicitor explained that after the second bid the property can be sold privately.  Mr. Battaglini summarized the report from K-2 Engineering on the Butera house on Front Street.  Mr. Smider suggested that the board adopt an ordinance clarifying the administration of the International Property Maintenance Code.  The ordinance will be advertised for adoption at the next meeting.  Discussion was held on appointment of a new township engineer.  Mr. Packrall suggested that proposals be sought from several firms. 
Old Business
None

New Business

· Mr. Hayges motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to enter into a five (5) year agreement with Atlantic Broadband to provide cable service in the township.  The motion carried.
· Mr. Impiccini motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to enter into an agreement with Veolia Environmental for one year beginning July 1, 2009 if they are willing to keep the rate at $12.39 per month.  The motion carried.
· Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to purchase the software for collection of township real estate taxes.  The motion carried
· Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to purchase a computer for the tax office to be used for preparation and collection of township real estate taxes at a cost not to exceed $1500.00.  The motion carried.
Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Packrall seconded to continue the meeting to Monday, February 23, 2009 at 6:00PM.  The motion carried.

…………..Continued Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM by President Paul Battaglini.  A roll call was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were Mr. Battaglini, Mr. Hayges, Mr. Packrall, Mr. Sepsi and Secretary Kubacki.
The secretary explained why Atlantic Broadband is not willing to enter into a 5 year agreement with the township.  The standard agreement is 15 years, which is non-binding.  The commissioners would like the solicitor to review the 15 year agreement before approval.

Mr. Sepsi motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to appoint Matthew Kerako as the Zoning Board Solicitor.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded to adopt Ordinance #2009-1 outlining the administrative procedures when enforcing the International Property Maintenance Code.  The motion carried.

Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Sepsi seconded that K-2 Engineering be appointed as the Township Engineer.  The motion carried.

After discussion, the commissioners would like to extend the contract with Veolia Environmental for a period of one year at the present rate of $12.39 per month.  The secretary was instructed to contact Veolia to see if they are willing to extend the current agreement to June 30, 2010.  
The board agreed to reserve 300 ton of salt for the 2009-2010 season through the PA COSTARS program.

Captain Pompe requested permission to revise and update the current Police Department Standard Operating Procedure.  The board approved the request.

A discussion was held on the Community Square grant and proposed changes to the zoning maps.

Adjournment
Mr. Packrall motioned and Mr. Hayges seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.
Maryann Kubacki, Secretary
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